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Exeter Blue wins the Championship and Bristol leads the Trophy Fleet

The Yachting Championships of the British Universities & Colleges Sport (BUCS), in conjunction with the
British Universit i(RUSA) and thé RoyahYgchtihg Assodaitian (RYA),rwas held on the
Solent from Monday to Thursday, 15 i 18, April. Over 175 student sailors, in 22 teams of 8, representing

universities from St Andrews to Plymouth and Swansea to Surrey set off from Port Solent in Sunsail Fast
40s first thing on Monday morning.



For the rest of the week, until their return to Port Solent for the Closing Ceremony on Thursday afternoon,
they were berthed at Gunwharf Quays in Portsmouth, with a land base for coach debriefings etc. at
TigerTiger. The event was hosted socially by Portsmouth University Sailing Club, with a specially-devised
programme, including, a black-tie dinner on the first night.

PRO Jon Nabney and RO Peter Batesonr eport ed on each dayés sailing.
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7§outhampton Red and Exeter in the forefront © Harry Bowerman

The Qualifying Series

While the competitors gathered for the evening video debrief from the coach, Mason King, Jon Nabney
briefed us on t hMeNef icrhsots ed a yhicethe PnebSdlentBsauthlof the Isle of Wight, for
racing today, having regard to the anticipated weather conditions. Three practice starts were held. Due to

the weather conditions, one reef was used for Race 1. The first start produced a generalrecal: F1 ag 06 U®b
flown for the re-start and six boats were UFD. The second start of Race 1 commenced at 120°, with gusts

on the course of 28 knots or more, but about half way through moved a bit to the left. Race 1 was fairly short

at about 3/4 hour.

Edinburgh and Swansea © Harry Bowerman

firhe course was altered for races 2 and 3, at 105° and lengthened to 155 nm. During these two races the
crews will have struggled to keep control, and, for some, attempts to use the kite had very mixed results, at
least one ending up under the keel. So, it was hard work for the sailors, but a good test of their skills and



team-working. The mark layer [Eilidh Millar, with Photographer, Harry Bowerman] and the coach [Mason
King] especially faced big seas and, with a heavy chop for the drive back to Gunwharf, a heavy wetting
[BUSAs Abby West, who accompanied the coach for much of the day, had to suspend her Twitter blog to
just hold on!].o
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Edi nburghodés skipper, Mil es Jones was busy with h
Edi nburgh Commodore: AToday has given us confidence
one of only a few to successfully hoist and manage the kite. One member of the crew had a small leg injury,
caught between |l ines, but we are in good spiritso.
were Southampton Green. Tommy Darling gave tealihesap c o
speedo, which drew somet bantee &remphéestyeamre some
a kitedo. The significance became cl earer when we | e
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The plan for day two was for two Windward-Leeward races, followed by an inshore coastal race of
approximately 2 1 2 % hours duration. The latter was non-discardable and carried 1.5 points per placing.

Jon Nabney reported on the day. Sailing was to be off Langstone, where the Fleet found light winds, 217 5
knots from the North West. With a slow build, there was a slightly delayed start. The first race (Race 4 of the
Qualifying Series) was set at 295° with a 1.25 nautical miles first leg. When there was a slight drop in wind
strength, the course was shortened slightly. Race 5 started at 295°, with a first leg of 1.1 nm. The wind
dropped and moved toward the north, so the start was re-set, only for the wind direction to revert and the
start re-set again, after a small delay.

The Inshore Coastal Race (race 6) was started at 305°, with a 1.1 nm windward first leg. The Race Committee
did provide a close spinnaker reach, but noted that no boat chose to hoist. A couple of boats suffered
navigational issues with local underwater obstacles.
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 Exeter Harry Bowerman

WhentheFleetreturnedtoGunwhaeru ays, following the Coachés video
Meeting was held. Neil Marshall handed over the reins as Chair to Karen Thomas, with Abby West taking on
the new role of Vice-Chair
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The plan for the third day of the Qualifying Series was for one windward-leeward race, followed by the long
inshore race of approximately 5 hours.

RO Peter Bateson reported on the day in practice. iMisty. No wind. Out off Langstone. Light South Easterly,
visibility about 1 mile. OK to start. R1 of the day getting underway, but fleet was too pushy, so a general
recall. Half way through the re-start sequence, the race officer realized that the ODM (Outer Distance Mark)
had disappeared, in fog! Postponement. Breeze dropped. Eventually a light S Easterly again and the fog
lifted. Enough wind for one windward-Leeward i started just in time before the 16:00 deadline. So, by then,
there was no time for the 6l ong inshored raceo.

The Qualifying Series results determined the Championship and Trophy Fleets for the finals held on
Thursday. Each team carried forward its ranking from the Qualifiers, but the top eight universities gained
places in the Championship Fleet: Edinburgh, Southampton Green, Exeter, St Andrews, Swansea,
Warwick, Portsmouth and Solent White.



